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and      town      is      dotted      with
BELiGion      innumerable      Pagodas    and there
AND           are    thousands   of   Phoongys    or
FOOD          priests   everywhere   who   live    on
public charity, because their
religion enjoins every one of them to lead
such a life for some years. When they
become Phoongys and lead lives of celebacy,
they are strictly bound by religious codes which
prohibit them from cooking, smoking and
attending to any amusement. But most of
the priests are found to violate these laws.
They never cook their food. So every morning
they come out in the streets with begging
bowls in their hands and approach every
t door for alms. They are prohibited from
begging in the afternoon. These priests render
much good to the society. They have opened
primary schools in every Phoongy Chang
(Asram of the Phoongys ) in every village
to give free education to the masses. They are
supreme in the society and so they have to settle
many disputes of the people and they act as
priests in social and religious festivals.
Rice is the main diet of the Burmans, They
take their meals for several times in course of a
day, but they never take anything after sunset,